Greenwich, in a letter to the Times, draws attention to the Employers' Liability Act which comes into force on July 1, and to the effect which it will produce upon voluntary hospitals. "Under the new Act," writes Mr. Michelli, "the assistance rendered by these institutions will be materially extended, and the voluntary hospitals will be daily employed in saving many thousands of pounds for the employers of labour and the insurance companies at the expense of the charitable public." He points out that " it is only fair play for the insurance company to pay towards the maintenance in hospital of men to whom compensation is due; but there is no provision to this effect in the Act.
When a man is doctored and nursed in his own home the compensation goes to pay the doctor and the nurse; then why not when he is doctored and nursed in a hospital? " On Friday, April 12, the French Congress of General Practitioners will meet in Paris to discuss the burning question of reform in the existing system of medical teaching. There is a very general opinion that the system of examinations has been carried to excess, with the result that while students are offered every encouragement to study the theory of their art, practical work takes a secondary place. Diplomas won by success in the examination room are doubtless valuable as showing theoretical knowledge, but as a writer in Le Journal remarks, " ten years' school work cannot take the place of ten months of hospital work." The need for reform in this matter has long been recognised, and the referendum recently organised by Dr. Huchard shows that there is an overwhelming mass of professional opinion in favour of limiting the time devoted to preparation for examination, and giving more attention to practical work in the hospitals.
